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Foreword 

The right to freely express, ques�on, and par�cipate in civic life remains one of the most powerful tools of 
democracy. In Nigeria and globally, however, this right con�nues to face persistent challenges, with 
journalists, ac�vists, and ci�zens o�en standing at the frontlines of resistance and reform. The 2024 
Journalism & Civic Space Status Report by the Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ) 
con�nues our deliberate effort to learn, document, analyse, and spotlight the state of these freedoms — 
because what is not measured is easily ignored. 

This year’s report, Shrinking Freedoms, builds on the insights of previous edi�ons to present an updated 
account of the pressures and possibili�es within Nigeria’s civic space. It reflects both con�nuity and change: 
con�nuity in the courage of journalists who persist in the face of threats and change in the evolving 
methods used to silence them and other ci�zens. The findings reveal that, while the number of 
documented viola�ons has slightly declined, the structures that enable suppression, whether legal, 
poli�cal, physical, digital or ins�tu�onal, remain largely intact. 

The WSCIJ believes that strengthening democracy demands more than courage; it requires evidence, 
collabora�on, and persistent solidarity. Through the Leveraging the Power of the Media to For�fy the Civic 
Space and Tackle Malinforma�on programme, implemented as a collabora�on between the WSCIJ and the 
Centre for Journalism Innova�on and Development (CJID), with valued support from the Netherlands 
Embassy we are building a collec�ve response to the shrinking of civic freedoms. Together, we reaffirm the 
media’s role as both watchdog and bridge — holding power to account while connec�ng ci�zens to truth 
and jus�ce. 

We hope that the data, insights, warnings and recommenda�ons in this report will inform policy ac�on, 
strengthen newsroom and civil society interven�ons, and inspire collec�ve responsibility for the protec�on 
of rights. Nigeria’s democra�c health depends on how much space ci�zens and the press have to breathe, to 
ques�on, and to speak freely. 

On behalf of the Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism, I commend the dedica�on of our 
research and editorial teams, members of staff, our partners, and the journalists whose courage con�nues 
to illuminate truth in difficult �mes. Beyond being a record of what is, may this report serve as a call to ac�on 
for what must be. 

Motunrayo Alaka 

Execu�ve Director/CEO 

Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism 
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Shrinking Freedoms – the 2024 Journalism & Civic Space Status Report, WSCIJ’s media monitoring report on 
infringements of civil rights in Nigeria, highlights notable shi�s in the state of civic freedoms. The report 
con�nues a vital, evidence-based assessment of Nigeria’s civic space, especially as it relates to media rights 
and press freedom. It builds on insights from the 2022 report, Hushed Voices and the Media’s Defence of 
the Civic Space (2012–2022), and the 2023 edi�on, Hushed Voices in an Elec�on Year, offering an updated 
and in-depth analysis of current trends. 

While recorded civic space viola�ons declined slightly from 134 in 2023 to 103 in 2024, the environment for 
press freedom and civic expression remains fragile. Journalists con�nued to bear the greatest impact, 
accoun�ng for more than half of all survivors and vic�ms. The Nigerian Police were implicated in over 65 
percent of incidents, underscoring persistent ins�tu�onal weaknesses and a culture of impunity that 
undermine democra�c values. 

The viola�ons were almost evenly divided between violent and non-violent acts, yet media coverage of 
these incidents remained largely superficial, limi�ng public awareness and accountability. Geographically, 
most viola�ons occurred in the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) Abuja, Lagos, Kano, and Rivers – major 
centres of poli�cal and media ac�vity. Notably, data on whether perpetrators, survivors or vic�ms were 
male or female were missing in 59 percent of incidents, revealing persistent documenta�on gaps that 
obscure the full scope and impact of these viola�ons.  

The report also iden�fies ongoing and emerging threats to press freedom and civic engagement, 
spotligh�ng intensified a�acks on journalists, ac�vists, and civil society actors. Covering January to 
December 2024, the assessment tracked infringements affec�ng ci�zens, journalists, and human rights 
defenders na�onwide, based on verified media reports and direct tes�monies. 

Employing Content Analysis (CA), Cri�cal Incident Analysis (CIA), and case study interviews; the research 
reviewed 103 incidents reported 342 �mes in 102 news items and one feature. These were published or 
aired by 28 news organisa�ons, including 12 na�onal dailies, 10 online pla�orms, and six broadcast 
sta�ons. It also incorporates firsthand accounts from journalists and ac�vists involved in the August 2024 
#EndBadGovernance protests—a defining moment in Nigeria’s civic resistance. 

Ul�mately, the report concludes that Nigeria’s civic space remains deliberately constrained by coordinated 
ac�ons of both state and non-state actors. Without urgent ins�tu�onal and policy reforms, the 
fundamental rights to protest, report, and par�cipate in civic life will remain at serious risk. 

V

Execu�ve Summary 
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Press freedom and civic par�cipa�on con�nue to face moun�ng threats worldwide. Reporters Without 

Borders (RSF, 2024) notes that the poli�cal authori�es responsible for safeguarding these freedoms are 

increasingly their chief violators. The 2024 World Press Freedom Index shows that the poli�cal indicator, 

one of five used to assess press condi�ons globally, recorded the sharpest decline, with an average drop of 

7.6 points, signalling a worrying trend of democra�c backsliding. 

Across Africa, this decline mirrors a con�nent-wide pa�ern. The 2024 CIVICUS Monitor reports that civic 

space in nearly 80 percent of African countries is either “obstructed,” “repressed,” or “closed.” Nigeria 

reflects this reality, ranking 112th out of 180 countries in the 2024 World Press Freedom Index. The 

country’s civic space remains fragile, characterised by shrinking freedoms, harassment of journalists, 

suppression of protests, arbitrary arrests, and growing restric�ons on expression both online and offline. 

According to the Centre for Journalism Innova�on and Development’s (CJID) 2025 Openness Index Report, 

Nigeria’s federal and sub-na�onal media environments remain uneven, with an average openness score of 

50.1 percent and many states s�ll ranking below the mid-point in press and civic space protec�ons. 

Between December 2023 and November 2024, at least 48 viola�ons of press freedom by state security 

agents were recorded across various states. 

A study by Sanusi and Daniel (2024) in Osun State shows that a�acks on journalists are o�en poli�cally 

mo�vated, peaking during elec�ons and protests. UNESCO (2024) similarly reports that 85 percent of 

journalist killings worldwide remain unresolved, fostering fear and impunity. The WSCIJ’s 2023 Hushed 

Voices in an Elec�on Year further revealed that 90 percent of assaults on Nigerian journalists occurred on 

duty, underscoring the media’s persistent vulnerability. 

Legal and ins�tu�onal mechanisms have further enabled this shrinking space. Laws such as the 

Cybercrimes (Prohibi�on, Preven�on, etc.) Act 2015, the 1979 Public Order Act, and provisions within the 

Criminal Code con�nue to be weaponised against journalists, ac�vists, and ci�zens who challenge 

authority. 

This media monitoring report, Shrinking Freedoms – The 2024 Journalism & Civic Space Status, situates 

these developments within a broader analysis of civic par�cipa�on, press freedom, and democra�c 

accountability. It examines emerging actors, affected spaces and trends. The report emphasises the urgent 

need to protect the rights to report, protest, and par�cipate as core pillars of Nigeria’s democra�c future. 

1 Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ)

Introduc�on
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This report assesses civic space viola�ons involving journalists, ci�zens, ac�vists and other stakeholders in 
Nigeria, covering the period from January to December 2024. The analysis is based on a comprehensive 
review of media reports, which served as the primary data source. The methodology focused on iden�fying 
trends and pa�erns in the incidents, including their distribu�on across months and states, as well as 
disaggrega�on by gender and loca�on. The report also categorises the type of viola�ons into violent and 
non-violent forms, iden�fying the perpetrators as state or non-state actors. In addi�on, the study examines 
the specific venues where these incidents occurred and analyses how they were reported in the media, with 
a�en�on to volume and genre of coverage.  

Using Content Analysis (CA), Cri�cal Incident Analysis (CIA), and interviews, the report monitored a total of 
103 incidents which were reported 342 �mes, comprising 341 news reports and one feature ar�cle. 28 
media organisa�ons published or aired these, comprising 12 na�onal newspapers, 10 online news 
pla�orms, and six broadcast outlets, made up of five television sta�ons and one radio sta�on. The report 
integrates cartoons and photographs published during the review period to visually illustrate key issues and 
draws on case studies from interviews with affected journalists and civil society actors to reinforce the 
analysis derived from media monitoring. In addi�on, the report includes highlights from direct 
interven�ons of the WSCIJ and other stakeholders. 

Methodology 

A significant limita�on was the underrepresenta�on of radio content. It was difficult to increase the volume 
of radio-sourced material despite the effort to monitor programmes in real �me and track online versions of 
radio broadcasts. during the repor�ng period. No incidents were captured in few states of the federa�on 
based on the reports analysed. This is a gap in strategy used for selec�ng analysed stories.  

In addi�on, the classifica�on of media actors posed difficul�es in analysing specific incidents. In some cases, 
individuals were referred to by some outlets as bloggers and by others as journalists. This inconsistency 
reflects a broader issue in civic space monitoring, where allega�ons of blackmail or unethical conduct are 
some�mes used to discredit individuals repor�ng online by labelling them as "bloggers" rather than 
journalists. 

Another limita�on of this study is the absence of complete demographic data, par�cularly regarding the 
gender of vic�ms and survivors of civic space infringements. In 59% of the recorded incidents, the gender of 
those affected was unspecified in the media reports analysed. This absence of detailed demographic data 
hindered a comprehensive gender-based analysis and masked the impacts of civic space infringements on 
men and women. 

Limita�on
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Opera�onal Defini�on of Terms 

3 Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ)

This is the poli�cal, social, physical, virtual, legal democra�c environment where ci�zens and civil 
society organisa�ons to freely express themselves, associate, assemble, and par�cipate in public 
life to hold governments and ins�tu�ons accountable.  

Civic space

Refers to the occurrence of a civic space infringement involving one or more survivors or vic�ms, 
documented by at least one media organisa�on. Each incident is treated as a single analy�cal 
unit, regardless of the number of media houses that covered it. 

Incident

Refers to government bodies or representa�ves, including the police, military, intelligence 
agencies (e.g., DSS), or civil servants, implicated in the perpetra�on of civic space viola�ons. 

State actors

In the context of this report, non-state actors refer to individuals or groups not officially affiliated 
with the state, such as poli�cal thugs, unknown assailants, mobs, or private security personnel, 
who commit civic space infringements. 

Non-state actors

Refers to a media publica�on or broadcast covering a specific event or development, typically 
presented in a standard news format. 

News item

The following defini�ons explain how specific terms are applied throughout this document: 

This is the act of viola�ng, breaching, or encroaching upon a law, right, or agreement. 

Infringement

Used in this report to refer to a longer, more detailed media ar�cle that offers more insight into 
events or trends, o�en including analysis or mul�ple perspec�ves. 

Feature
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Analysis of findings 
Analysis of Nigerian media coverage of civic space infringements 

(January - December 2024) 

4 Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ)
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WSCIJ monitored reports on the news media’s coverage of civic space infringement incidents from twenty-

eight (28) Nigerian media outlets across print, online, television and radio genres with 342 published 

reports on 103 civic infringement incidents between January – December 2024. They were: 12 na�onal 

dailies (Tribune, ThisDay, Daily Independent, Leadership, Vanguard, The Sun, The Punch, The Guardian, 

Daily Trust, The Na�on, Business Day and Blueprint); 10 online pla�orms (Media Rights Agenda, News 

Agency of Nigeria [NAN], Solacebase, PM News, Sahara reporters, Premium Times, The Cable, HumAngle, 

Founda�on for Inves�ga�ve Journalism [FIJ] and Daily Post); and six broadcast organisa�ons (News Central, 

TV360, Nigerian Television Authority [NTA], Federal Radio Corpora�on of Nigeria [FRCN], Channels TV and 

Africa Independent Television [AIT]). The report deploys cartoons and photos published within the 

monitored period to provide imagery and provides case studies from interviews with affected journalists 

and other civil society actors to substan�ate the analysis from the media pla�orms. 

ANALYSIS OF FINDINGS

5 Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ)

Analysis of Nigerian media coverage of civic space infringement
 incidents (January - December 2024) 

Media organisa�ons monitored  
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A total of 342 reports were documented across four media genres: print, online, television, and radio. Print 
media accounted for the highest number of reports, with 173 entries represen�ng 50.58% of the total. 
Online media followed, with 139 reports, represen�ng 40.64% of the total reports. Television recorded 28 
reports, contribu�ng 8.19%, while radio had the lowest figure, with just two (2) reports, accoun�ng for 
0.59% of the total.  

Distribu�on of civic infringement reports across media genres 

Distribu�on of civic infringement reports across media genre

Medium Frequency Percentage

Online 139 40.64%

Print 173 50.58%

Television 28 8.19%

Radio 2 0.59%

342Total 100%
Figure 1: Showing distribu�on of civic infringement reports across media genre 
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Forms of reportage 

Out of a total of 342 reports content analysed, 341 were news stories, accoun�ng for 99.71%, while only one 
(1) was a feature story, represen�ng 0.29% of the total reportage. 

Frequency of coverage of incidents 

There were a total of 342 reports covering 103 unique incidents documented across the repor�ng period 
from media organisa�ons which ranged from physical assaults and arbitrary arrests to censorship and 
surveillance. Security agencies, par�cularly the police, State Security Service (SSS or DSS), and military, 
appeared frequently in reported infringements. Visibility in the media varied sharply as most of the 
incidents appeared only once or twice in the 342 published reports. 

To provide a clearer understanding of the nature and scale of civic space viola�ons in Nigeria, the reported 
incidents have been categorised based on the primary form of infringement and the frequency with which 
they were reported. For a detailed breakdown of all 342 reports of the 103 incidents and their frequency of 
reportage, please see the extended table in Appendix A. 

Out of 103 documented incidents of media infringements in 342 reports grouped for analysis, majority 
(86.4%) were reported between 0 and 5 �mes, indica�ng that most cases received limited media a�en�on. 
12.6% of the incidents were reported more than 5 �mes and only (1%) received between 11- and 15-�mes 
media coverage. 

Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ)

Forms of reportage 

Figure 2: Showing forms of reportage

Frequency 

341

342

Percentage 

99.71%

Category 

Total

News stories 

1 0.29%
Feature

100%
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Figure 3: A bar chart showing frequency of media coverage of incident

8 Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ)

Although the types of incidents were evenly distributed, the data reveals a significant trend of low 
visibility—an issue that raises serious concerns about transparency and accountability in civic space 
monitoring. The findings highlight a clear media amplifica�on gap: only 1% of reported incidents received 
high visibility, reflec�ng limited follow-through and weak sustained coverage by the media. 

Shrinking Freedoms: 2024 Journalism and Civic Space Status Report
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Data shows police at the centre of repression 

An analysis of documented civic space viola�ons by state actors reveals a dominance by the Nigerian Police. 
Out of the 81 reported infringements by state actors, the Police were implicated in 53 incidents, which 
cons�tutes 65.43% of the total. For instance, The Punch newspaper reported on 17 January 2024 that, 
“Men of the Abia State Police Command … invaded ABN TV in Umuahia on Tuesday and forcibly arrested a 
guest, Mr Udensi Donald, during a live programme, Youth Rendezvous, anchored by Grace Onyekachi.” 
 
Next is the State Security Service or Department of State Services (SSS/DSS), which accounted for nine (9) 
incidents, i.e. 11.11%. Also, the Nigerian Army featured in eight (8) of the incidents, represen�ng 9.87%. 
Although cons�tu�onally tasked with na�onal defence, its regular deployment in civil contexts suggests an 
entrenched prac�ce of militarised responses to civilian ac�vi�es, par�cularly protests and elec�ons. The 
Daily Post reported an example of this on Friday, 23 February 2024. According to the story, “Soldiers from 
the Nigerian Army 3 Ba�alion in Effurun, Uvwie Local Government Area of Delta State, in the early hours of 
Friday arrested the South-South Bureau Chief of Galaxy Television, Mr Dele Fasan, for taking video clips at 
the scene of a planned protest against the economic hardship in the country.”   

Other state-level and federal actors contributed to a smaller but s�ll notable share of viola�ons. The Federal 
Government was linked to three (3) incidents, represen�ng 3.75% of the 81 reported incidents. Both State 
governments and the Nigeria Immigra�on Service (NIS) were each responsible for 2 (2.46%) incidents. 

The 103 incidents of civic space Infringements involve ci�zens, journalists, protesters, and state or non-
state actors in Nigeria.   

The state is responsible for the most infringements; everyone else merely fills the gaps. 

State actors are responsible for most civic space viola�ons, accoun�ng for 81 (78.64%) of the total 103 
recorded cases. Non-state actors are responsible for 22 (21.36%) of the incidents. This suggests that state-
linked en��es con�nue to be the primary perpetrators of infringements on civic freedoms.

Actor Frequency Percentage

81 78.64%

22 21.36%

103Total

State actors

Non state actors

100%

Perpetrators of civic space infringements  

Shrinking Freedoms: 2024 Journalism and Civic Space Status Report

Analysis of civic infringement incidents

Figure 4: Showing perpetrators of civic space infringements 
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State actors

Actor Frequency Percentage 

81Total

53 65.43%

8 9.88%

11.13%

2.47%

2.47%

1.23%

1.23%

1.23%

3.70%3

2

1

1

Nigeria Police 

Nigerian Army
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Government
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State Services 
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Government 
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Shrinking Freedoms: 2024 Journalism and Civic Space Status Report

Figure 5: Showing state actors involved in civic space infringements 
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A cartoon by Mike Asukwo, published on the front page of BusinessDay Sunday, 25 August 2024. 
A stern figure in a mock-military robe, brandishing a whip, stands beside a shackled journalist locked 

and silenced, yet s�ll gripping his pen and notebook in quiet defiance.

Shrinking Freedoms: 2024 Journalism and Civic Space Status Report
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Meanwhile, several other security agencies were implicated in one incident each, accoun�ng for 1.23% of 
the total incidents per actor. These include the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), the 
Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC), the Defence Intelligence Agency and the Hisbah Police, 
respec�vely. 

For example, Blueprint newspaper, on 14 October 2024, reported an incident in which it alleged that armed 
opera�ves of the EFCC invaded the broadcast house of Urban Radio Sta�on 94.5FM in Enugu. They allegedly 

overpowered the staff, collected their phones, entered the 
studio, disrupted a live programme anchored by On-Air 
Personality Favour Eko, and whisked her away. 

In another incident, reported by Punch Newspaper on 16 
May 2024, “A journalist with Trust TV, Jamil Mabai, 
…narrated how he was detained by the Katsina State Hisbah 
Corps while at the corps’ office on official duty. The 
journalist explained that he had gone to the Hisbah 
headquarters for a follow-up interview with the corps’ 
Public Rela�ons Officer, Nafiu Akilu, over an incident 
involving their officers.” 

Violence is outsourced as thugs, touts, and hoodlums do 
the groundwork 

Data on the 22 documented incidents involving non-state 
actors show that hoodlums, touts, hooligans and thugs, 
were the most frequent perpetrators. They were 
responsible for 17 incidents, represen�ng 77.27% of all 
cases in this category. On this, Solacebase of 13 June 2024 
reported that “a cameraman with Trust TV was a�acked and 
almost stabbed by thugs while covering a protest by traders 

whose shops were demolished by the Kano State Government. According to Daily Trust, Abdul, who was 
holding a camera, was hit by a vehicle and was surrounded by thugs who wanted to stab him but was saved 
by a good Samaritan.” 

Similarly, uniden�fied persons were linked to three (3) incidents, represen�ng 13.63%. Out of the non-state 
actors' group, as others, one (1) involved a suspect in court standing trial. In contrast, another was linked to 
an individual ac�ng alone. Each accounted for 4.55%. The Na�on newspaper reported a cri�cal incident 
analysis of the case of a suspect in court on 11 February 2024. 

According to The Na�on newspaper, “the suspects accused of killing the late Village Head of Lambata, Alhaji 
Muhammad Abdulsafur, … assaulted the cameramen from NTA and NSTV as well as several other journalists 
who were present at the Suleja High Court premises to cover the proceedings of their trial. The suspects, 
who were about 15 in number, threatened the journalists a�ending the resumed trial of their case, warning 
them to stop con�nued coverage of the case. The suspects, who Jus�ce Aisha Bawa Wodu had granted bail, 
warned that dras�c ac�on would be taken against the journalists if they con�nued to report their court 
appearances.” 

Shrinking Freedoms: 2024 Journalism and Civic Space Status Report

A journalist with Trust TV, 
Jamil Mabai, …narrated how 
he was detained by the 
Katsina State Hisbah Corps 
while at the corps’ office on 
official duty. The journalist 
explained that he had gone 
to the Hisbah headquarters 
for a follow-up interview 
with the corps’ Public 
Rela�ons Officer, Nafiu 
Akilu, over an incident 
involving their officers. 
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Total

1 4.55%
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Individual 

1 4.55%

Actor Frequency 

Non-state actors  

Percentage

3 13.63%

17 77.27%

Unidentified persons

Hoodlums (Touts,

 Hooligans, Thugs)

Suspects in court

100%
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Figure 6: Showing non-state actors involved in civic space infringements 
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Abuja leads; Lagos, Kano, and Rivers keep the heat on, while the quieter states appear to be 

underreported rather than peaceful  

An analysis of civic space infringements across Nigerian states reveals that the Federal Capital Territory 

(FCT), Abuja, recorded the highest number of incidents, with 23 (22.36%) out of the total 103 documented 

cases. Lagos State followed with 18 (17.48%) incidents. Kano and Rivers state each recorded seven (7), that 

is, 6.8% incidents each; while Oyo reported five (5), that is, 4.85%. Addi�onally, Delta, Kwara, and Ogun 

states each accounted for 4 (3.88%) of the total; Abia, Anambra, Kaduna, and Ondo each had three (3), that 

is, 2.91%; while Bauchi, Edo, and Niger each recorded 2 (1.94%). 
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The FCT emerging as the leading loca�on for civic space infringements points to a worrying trend in the 

na�on's capital, as it was also one of the top three loca�ons in our 2023 Journalism and Civic Space Status 

Report. Again, the con�nued presence of Lagos, Kano and Rivers among the states with the highest 

occurrences also suggests that civic freedom remains under pressure in key poli�cal and economic centres 

in the country. 

Furthermore, states such as Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross 

River, Ebonyi, Enugu, Imo, Nasarawa, Osun, Sokoto, 

Taraba and Zamfara each recorded just one incident 

(0.97%). This may be partly due to limited media 

coverage of civic space infringements in those areas. 

Addi�onally, two incidents (1.94%) were reported to 

have co-occurred across mul�ple states. 

In states such as Adamawa, Benue, Borno, Eki�, Gombe, 

Jigawa, Katsina, Kebbi, Kogi, and Plateau, there were no 

recorded incidents during the repor�ng period. 

However,  th is  absence does not  imply  that 

infringements did not occur; it mostly simply reflect 

gaps in media monitoring or underrepor�ng from these 

loca�ons. 

The FCT emerging as the 

leading loca�on for civic 

space infringements points 

to a worrying trend in the 

na�on's capital, as it was 

also one of the top three 

loca�ons in our 2023 

Journalism and Civic Space 

Status Report. 
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Loca�on of infringement

Frequency Percentage 

3
0
1
3
2
1
0
0
1
4
1
2
0
1
0
1
0
3
7
0
0
0
4
18
1
2
4
3
1
5
0
7
1
1
0
1

23

2

103

State 

Abia

Adamawa

Akwa Ibom

Anambra

Bauchi

Bayelsa

Benue

Borno

Cross River

Delta

Ebonyi

Edo

Ekiti

Enugu

Gombe

Imo

Jigawa

Kaduna

Kano

Katsina

Kebbi

Kogi

Kwara

Lagos

Nasarawa

Niger

Ogun

Ondo

Osun

Oyo

Plateau

Rivers

Sokoto

Taraba

Yobe

Zamfara

Federal Capital 

Territory (FCT)

Multiple states 

Total

3%
0%
1%
3%
2%
1%
0%
0%
1%
4%
1%
2%
0%
1%
0%
1%
0%
3%
7%
0%
0%
0%
4%
16%
1%
2%
4%
3%
1%
5%
0%
7%
1%
1%
0%
1%

22%

2%

100%

Figure 7: Showing loca�ons of civic space infringements 
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#EndBadGovernance 
protests spiked incidents  



An overview of civic space infringements in 2024 by month shows that August recorded the highest number 
of incidents, with 19 (18.44%) out of the total 103 incidents. The #EndBadGovernance protests in Nigeria, 
which took place in August 2024, may have contributed to this spike. According to the Centre for Journalism 
Innova�on and Development’s (CJID) Press A�ack Tracker, there were 67 recorded a�acks on journalists 
covering the protests in various loca�ons across the country (although available data only accounted for 19 
reported cases). 
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Figure 8: Showing civic space infringement levels by months 

Frequency of infringement by months

January February March April

MayJuneJulyAugust

September October November December 

5(4.85%) 7(6.78%) 6(5.82%) 4(3.88%)

19(18.44%) 10(9.70%) 5(4.85%) 10(9.70%)

7(6.78%) 14(13.59%) 9(8.73%) 7(6.78%)

Total: 103(100%) 
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In August the #EndBadGovernance protests spiked incidents  



“Olopa sir, what’s the protesters’ crime again?” 
A cartoon by Leke Moses, published in the Vanguard Newspaper on September 4, 2024, highligh�ng state-backed
 suppression of dissent. It depicts the Inspector General of Police (IGP) firing tear gas at protesters while reassuring 

a poli�cal figure with the words, “Relax baba, we’re in this together.”

Furthermore, some cri�cal incident analyses of reported civic space infringements by state and non-state 
actors bu�ress the findings from content analysis. For instance, on 2 August 2024, TheCable newspaper 
featured an ar�cle detailing some of the a�acks on journalists. In one of such a�acks, Olukayode Jaiyeola, a 
photojournalist with The Punch Newspaper, was a�acked by a Police officer allegedly working with the 
office of the Na�onal Security Adviser during the #EndBadGovernance protest. 

Photojournalist Olukayode Jaiyeola lies on the ground moments a�er being a�acked by
 a police officer during the #EndBadGovernance protest. Photo credit: Deji Lambo

20 Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ)

June followed August with 19 incidents (18.44%), while October recorded 14 incidents (13.59%). Similarly, 
May and July each accounted for 10 (9.70%) incidents. February, September and December each had 7 
(6.78%) cases, and March recorded 6 (5.82%). November saw 9 (8.73%) reported incidents, while January 
recorded 5 (4.85%). April had the fewest cases, with 4 (3.88%). 
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In an interview, Emmanuel Agbo, a journalist who covers the Lagos Metro, as well as judiciary, civil and an�-

corrup�on beats for Premium Times, narrated his ordeal.  

He said: 
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Before you know it, they started firing. Under a culvert that passed through the stadium, that 

was where most of us were lying down.  At the end of the day, when the situa�on became calm, 

we stood up. They said, oh, these are journalists, but they saw us with vests, and they kept firing 

at us. But when we stood up, that was when they said, “Oh, these are journalists!” The last one 

that shocked me was the last �me I went out there. We were inside a car. On that day, the DSS, 

not the Police, were on the ground. Police used to fire canisters of tear gas, but the DSS fired live 

bullets. These live bullets were shot at our vehicle.

(DSS shot live bullets at us - Mr Emmanuel Agbo. See Appendix A) 

Civic space infringements took more non-violent forms  

Civic space infringements during the period under review took both violent and non-violent forms, with a 

slight predominance of non-violent ac�ons. Of 103 reported incidents, 55 (53%) were non-violent in nature. 

These included ac�ons such as arrests, deten�ons, obstruc�on of du�es and legal in�mida�on; measures 

that, while not physically aggressive, s�ll undermine the ability of individuals and organisa�ons to 

par�cipate freely in civic life.  

Violent forms of infringements accounted for 48 incidents, that is, 47% of the total. These involved physical 

assaults, teargassing, abduc�ons, threats, and even killings. The use of force in these instances illustrates 

the extent to which violence con�nues to be employed as a tool to suppress dissent. 
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Arrest, detain, 
obstruct, in�midate
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An examina�on of the forms of non-violent civic space infringements reveals a pa�ern of systemic 
suppression that hinders civic actors' ability to par�cipate freely. Among the 55 incidents reported, arrests 
were the most prevalent, accoun�ng for 21 (38%) incidents. These incidents o�en involved journalists, 
ac�vists, and protest organisers, who were taken into custody without clear legal grounds. 

Deten�on accounts for 12 (22%) incidents. These typically followed arrests and involved individuals being 
held in custody for prolonged periods, some�mes without access to legal representa�on. An instance was 
reported by TV 360 on 9 May 2024. According to the report, Daniel Ojukwu, a reporter with the Founda�on 
of Inves�ga�ve Journalism (FIJ), was arrested in Lagos and later transferred to Abuja following his report 
about alleged financial mismanagement of 147 million Naira involving a senior government official. 

Forms of non-violent infringements  
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3
Harassed

12
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 from carrying out duty)
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Arrest, detain, obstruct, in�midate: the quiet tools that silence ci�zens 
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Figure 9: Showing forms of non-violent infringements 



Daniel Ojukwu (centre) shortly a�er regaining his freedom, 10 days a�er his arrest 
by the police. Photo credit: ICIR

Another primary form of infringement was the deliberate obstruc�on of journalists in the course of their 

duty. In 11 incidents (20%), journalists were denied access to events or stopped from filming or repor�ng an 

incident.  

In an interview, Bernard Akede, a lead correspondent at News Central Television, narrated his ordeal during 

the #EndBadGovernance protest. According to him: “We mounted our cameras as usual and started the live 

broadcast; a Police officer came and stopped us halfway through the broadcast…pulled my camera operator 

away.” (Police stopped our live broadcast -Bernard Akede. See Appendix A) 

Screenshots of Bernerd Akede, Head of Reportorial, News Central TV being harassed 
while giving a live report on TV. Credit: News Central TV 
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Instances of harassment were recorded in three (3) incidents, that is, five per cent (5%) of the total. Legal 
persecu�on also featured among the non-violent infringements, with three (3) incidents, (5%) of the cases 
involving journalists being charged in court. A 9 February 2024 report by Premium Times captured one 
incident thus: “On Tuesday, police officers arrested Azeez, managing director and Ayatullahi, editor-in-chief, 
of the privately owned The Informant247 news website, over reports published on 10 November  and 1 
February about corrup�on at Kwara State Polytechnic, Ayatullahi and Taofeek, the outlet’s publisher, told 
CPJ by phone.”  

A category, labelled as “Others”, accrued five (5) 
occurrences represen�ng nine per cent (9%) of the 
reported infringements that included instances of 
surveillance on the office of a civil rights organisa�on, as 
well as the pre-emp�ve banning of a planned procession 
before it could take place.   

Assaults, tear gas, and abduc�ons remain a familiar script.  

Violent infringements on civic space con�nued to be a 
significant concern during the period under review. A total 
of 48 incidents involving the use of physical force or threats 
were documented. 
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On Tuesday, police officers 
arrested Azeez, managing 
director and Ayatullahi, 
editor-in-chief, of the 
privately owned The 
Informant247 news website, 
over reports published on 
10 November  and 1 
February about corrup�on 
at Kwara State Polytechnic, 
Ayatullahi and Taofeek, the 
outlet’s publisher, told CPJ 
by phone.



26 Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ)

Forms of violent infringements
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Figure 10: Showing forms of violent infringements 
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Assault was the most common form of violent infringement, recorded in 19 (40%) instances. These assaults 
were o�en directed at journalists, protesters and human rights defenders during demonstra�ons, public 
events or while performing professional du�es. An example of this was reported in TheCable on 22 June 
2024. According to the report, “Gabriel Idibia, a journalist with the Daily Times, was reportedly brutalised 
for taking pictures of ca�le shepherded by police.  He was then detained and brutally beaten. Mr Idibia 
insists that the physical torture severely affected his eyes, forcing him to access eye treatment.”  

Also in an interview, Jide Oyekunle, the Chairman of the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) Correspondents Chapel, narrated his ordeal while covering the #EndBadGovernance 
protests in Abuja.    

He said: 

The Commissioner of Police sighted me with my camera, taking pictures… 

He shouted at me, Why am I here? Why did I come to Eagle Square? I told 

him we were journalists and that we came to cover the protest. I told him 

I'm the NUJ chairman of the FCT Correspondent Chapel. He said I should 

give him my phone. He collected my phone, and I didn't argue. He dragged 

my neck and handed me to other police officers who followed him. They 

were dragging me like a common criminal. While other journalists were 

covering the ac�on. I was arrested and pulled into their van.” (I was 

assaulted, arrested - Jide Oyekunle.  See Appendix A. 

Jide Oyekunle, Daily Independent Newspapers journalist and the chairman of the correspondents’ 
chapel of the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) in Abuja being taken away by a police officer during 

the #EndBadGovernance protest in Abuja. Photo Credit: TheCable
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Furthermore, the use of teargas featured in 10 (21%) of the incidents. Tear gassing has been frequently used 
in contexts where protesters were peaceful or where media workers were merely observing events. Threats 
were reported in eight (8) incidents, that is, 17% of the cases. These included death threats, menacing 
phone calls and veiled warnings issued to journalists and ac�vists.  Four (4) incidents of abduc�ons were 
recorded, represen�ng 8% of the total. There were four (4) reported incidents (8%) of murders related to 
civic space ac�vi�es. These fatali�es represent the extreme form of infringement and illustrate the 
dangerous environment in which civic actors operate.   

In addi�on, two (2), that is four per cent (4%), of the incidents were categorised as "Others" and included 
acts such as physical in�mida�on that did not amount to full assault, or violent disrup�ons of mee�ngs and 
gatherings.  

Finally, one (1), that is, two per cent (2%), of the incidents involved imprisonment following convic�on or 
summary sentencing. Although this may appear less common, it highlights instances where the jus�ce 
system was used to legi�mise violence through state authority. 
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‘Press Oppressed’ by Victor Asowata and published in The Will newspaper, shows a journalist curled up behind bars, with 
a broken camera and notepad by his side. The cartoon also depicts the image of a sword stabbing through a fountain pen, 

ink spilling out like blood.

A 9 February 2024 report by Premium Times captured one incident thus:  

“On Tuesday, police officers arrested Azeez, managing director and Ayatullahi, editor-in-chief, of the 
privately owned The Informant247 news website, over reports published on November 10 and February 1 
about corrup�on at Kwara State Polytechnic, Ayatullahi and Taofeek, the outlet’s publisher, told CPJ by 
phone." 
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Highlights of WSCIJ 
direct interven�ons to address

 civic space infringement 

PRESS
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“We are not your enemies”: The Nigeria Police defends its civic space record 

Despite being consistently iden�fied as the lead perpetrators in civic space infringements across Nigeria, 
the Nigeria Police Force insists it is both misunderstood and misrepresented. At the public presenta�on of 
the 2023 Journalism & Civic Space Status report public presenta�on which held along with the 2024 Civic 
Space Guard Conference organised by the WSCIJ in Abuja on Wednesday 30 October 2024, Muyiwa 
Adejobi, Police Public Rela�ons Officer (PPRO), offered a defence of the police’s role in civic enforcement 
and drew a sharp line between percep�on and what he described as “the opera�onal reali�es” of policing in 
Nigeria. 

He said: 

The moment a policeman is in uniform, everything he does is seen as oppression. We are law 

enforcers, not lawmakers. You say we arrested someone for cyberstalking under the 

Cybercrime Act, and the next headline is “Police s�fles press freedom”. But we didn’t write 

the law. If the law is not good, change it.

From le� to right: Members of the first panel session �tled “Protec�ng civic space: The intersec�on of free press, 
inves�ga�ve journalism, technology and democracy,” Nten Ekpang, Editor, Trust TV; Hauwa Shaffi Nuhu, 

Managing Editor, HumAngle; Mojirayo Ogunlana, Execu�ve Director, DiGiCiViC Ini�a�ve; Chido Onumah, 
Coordinator, AFRICMIL and Olumuyiwa Adejobi, Force Public Rela�ons Officer, Nigeria Police Force
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Addressing incidents where journalists were harmed or detained during protests, Adejobi urged reporters 
to iden�fy themselves in the field clearly. He argued that misiden�fica�on o�en occurs because journalists 
fail to wear press jackets or carry iden�fica�on while covering chao�c scenes.

If you’re a journalist, wear your jacket. Let us know. When bullets are flying and you’re in 

mu�i, how do we know you’re not part of the protest? Some�mes, those protes�ng are 

regular people. Fine. But when hoodlums take over, when things go wrong, who do you call? 

The same Police. So don’t see us as your problem.  If a protest becomes violent, we can’t fold 

our arms. We must intervene.

Adejobi nevertheless acknowledged the Nigeria Police Force’s image problem. According to him, efforts are 
ongoing to reform the ins�tu�on’s internal culture, training approach and public engagement mechanisms. 
He pointed to updates in the Police training curriculum, which now include modules on human rights, 
media rela�ons and crowd control.  

He argued that while Police reform is a process, it cannot succeed in a vacuum. For these changes to take 
root, he believes civil society actors, journalists and the public must also play their part.  

To that end, Adejobi called for structured engagement and mutual understanding between media 
professionals and the police. 
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L-R: Motunrayo Alaka, Execu�ve Director/CEO, Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ);  
Olumuyiwa Adejobi, Force Public Rela�ons Officer, Nigeria Police Force and Anneloes Hoff, Poli�cal Secretary, Embassy

 of the Kingdom of the Netherlands at the Civic Space Guard conference of the Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve 
Journalism held at the Centenary Hall, Ibeto Hotels, Apo, Abuja on 30 October 2024
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Stakeholders demand collabora�on to ensure journalists’ safety and protect civic space.

On 21 November 2024, the Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ) convened a high-level 
mee�ng in Abuja, bringing together representa�ves from security agencies, the media, civil society, the 
legal community, and other stakeholders. The mee�ng highlighted the urgent need to protect journalists 
and safeguard Nigeria’s civic space.  

In her opening remarks, Motunrayo Alaka, Execu�ve Director/CEO of WSCIJ, drew a�en�on to the rising 
threats to journalists, ci�ng findings from WSCIJ’s 2023 Journalism and Civic Space Status Report that 
revealed over 90% of a�acks occurred while journalists were on duty, o�en at polling units or protest 
grounds. She warned that a society where journalists fear their safety will lack democra�c values.  

Delivering the keynote on behalf of Na�onal Security Adviser Nuhu Ribadu, Major General Samad Akesode, 
acknowledged tensions between the media and security agencies. He encouraged fact-based repor�ng 
while cau�oning against sensa�onalism that could threaten na�onal security. Stakeholder at the gathering 
stressed the importance of regular engagements and trust-building.  

L-R: Major General Samad Akesode, Representa�ve of the Na�onal Security Adviser (NSA), Director of Communica�ons office
 of NSA, with Motunrayo Alaka, Execu�ve Director/CEO, Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ), during the

 Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism, High-Level Stakeholders Mee�ng on Safety of Journalists and Robust 
Civic Space, held in Abuja on Thursday, 21 November 2024
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Media professionals at the mee�ng did not mince words about the current climate. Richard Akinola, 
Execu�ve Director of the Centre for Free Speech, lamented that li�le progress had been made since a 
similar 1986 dialogue between journalists and the DSS. Others decried the retalia�on faced by media 
houses for previously published reports, with some reporters barred from future assignments based on 
editorial history.  

Zainab Okino, Chair of the Editorial Board at Blueprint Newspaper, described the psychological harassment 
of media professionals, including opinion writers who rou�nely receive anonymous, threatening calls that 
lead to unconscious self-censorship. Musikilu Mojeed, Editor-in-Chief of Premium Times and President, 
Interna�onal Press Ins�tute, Nigeria, highlighted the disturbing gap between the promises made by senior 
officials of government and the ac�ons of personnel on the ground, describing the problem as systemic and 
in need of urgent ins�tu�onal correc�on. 

L-R: Deputy President Guild of Corporate Online Publishers Danlami Nmodu (2nd le�), Execu�ve Director, 
PR Nigeria, Yushau Shuaib; Deputy Director Planning Na�onal Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), 

Manfred Anusim; Chairperson, Editorial Board, Blueprint Newspaper Zainab Suleiman Okino; 
Execu�ve Director/CEO, Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ), Motunrayo Alaka; 

Representa�ve of the Na�onal Security Adviser (NSA), Director of Communica�ons office of NSA, 
Major General Samad Akesode; Chairman Centre for Crisis Communica�on, Major General Chris Olukolade (Rtd); 

Na�onal Vice President, Nigeria Associa�on of Women Journalists (NAWOJ), 
Zone D, (North Central), Chizoba Ogbeche, and other guests during the Wole Soyinka Centre

 for Inves�ga�ve Journalism, Civic Space Guard Project, High-Level Stakeholders Mee�ng 
on Safety of Journalists and Robust Civic Space, held in Abuja on Thursday, 21 November 2024

33 Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ)

Adding to the policy conversa�on, Femi Falana, SAN, condemned the con�nued use of repealed laws and 
baseless terrorism and treason charges to detain journalists. He called on the Office of the Na�onal Security 
Adviser to immediately direct security agencies to desist from charging journalists under obsolete laws. 

A key outcome of the mee�ng was the dra�ing of a communiqué that called for repealing obsolete laws, 
implemen�ng ins�tu�onal reforms, and enhancing synergy between the media and security agencies. 

Shrinking Freedoms: 2024 Journalism and Civic Space Status Report



Analysis of findings 
(con�nued) 
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An analysis of the perpetrators behind civic space infringements reveals that groups rather than individuals 
carried out most incidents. Out of the 103 documented incidents, 99 (96%) involved coordinated ac�ons by 
en��es such as security agencies, mobs, poli�cal thugs, or state and non-state actors opera�ng in groups. 
Only four incidents (4%) were linked to individuals ac�ng alone. 
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Figure 11: Showing numbers of perpetrators of civic space infringements 

Journalists bear the brunt of civic space infringements .

A breakdown of the vic�ms/survivors of civic space infringements reveals that journalists remain the most 
targeted group. Out of the 103 incidents, 57 (55%) involved journalists who were a�acked, arrested, 
threatened, or obstructed while carrying out their professional du�es. Ci�zens accounted for 36 (35%) of 
the total cases. These were primarily people with no formal affilia�ons, exercising their right to assemble or 
express dissent.  

These vic�ms/survivors were targeted during protests. This was evident in the excerpts from The Sun 
newspaper of 1 August 2024. According to the report, “Over 15 people, who sustained varying degrees of 
bullet wounds, are in cri�cal condi�on and have been taken to local health facili�es, including Gwagwalada 
Specialist Hospital, for treatment. The incident began when youths gathered at Suleja Old Motor Park for a 
peaceful protest despite early morning rain. Police, led by the Area Commander, tried to disperse them. The 
youths resisted, claiming their protest was lawful and peaceful.”  Hospital, for treatment. The incident 
began when youths gathered at Suleja Old Motor Park for a peaceful protest despite early morning rain. 
Police, led by the Area Commander, tried to disperse them. The youths resisted, claiming their protest was 
lawful and peaceful.”
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Organised groups commit most civic space viola�ons. 



In contrast, ac�vists, that is, individuals ac�vely involved in civic mobilisa�on, advocacy, or rights 
campaigns, had their rights infringed in five (5) cases; that is, five per cent (5%) of the cases. Media 
organisa�ons were also affected in two (2) or 2% of the cases. 

On 17 January 2024, Premium Times reported that “The police in Abia State, 
South-east Nigeria, stormed a television sta�on ABN TV and arrested a guest, 
Udensi Donal, during a live programme…During the police invasion, some of 
the sta�on’s broadcast equipment was damaged, including a laptop, camera, 
and microphones.” 
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Finally, vic�ms/survivors of civic space infringements, the Police targeted union members in one (1) 
instance, represen�ng 1% of the cases. According to a report by Channels Television, aired on 5 March 2024, 
Union leaders from the Public Complaint Commission who were invited for ques�oning following a 
peaceful industrial protest in Abuja were subsequently detained by police, who threatened to charge them 
with assault and destruc�on of public property. 

The remaining two (2), which represent 2 per cent (2%) and are classified as “Others,” refer to individuals or 
groups not captured under the main categories but who nonetheless suffered infringements on their civic 
rights. 
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Figure 12: Showing vic�ms and survivors of civic space infringements 
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Media reports 
are gender blind!
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A gender-based analysis of civic space data breaches reveals a significant gap in documenta�on and 
repor�ng. Out of the 103 incidents, the gender of vic�ms/survivors was unspecified in 61 instances, 
represen�ng 59% of the total. This indicates a lack of detailed repor�ng on the iden��es of those affected, 
which limits a comprehensive understanding of how civic space restric�ons impact women and men. 
Where gender was iden�fied, men accounted for most vic�ms/survivors as a total of 37 (36%) of the 
infringements involved males, while females were five (5), represen�ng 5% of the infringements. 
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Figure 13: Showing gender of vic�ms and survivors of civic space infringements 
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Most reports are silent on vic�ms and survivors of civic space infringements. 



Scene of infringement

Data on the loca�ons where civic space infringements occurred shows that protest grounds had the highest 
number of reported incidents, with 34 cases accoun�ng for 33% of the total. These incidents took place 
during demonstra�ons or public gatherings and represent the most affected civic space in the country. 
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Scene of infringement 
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Figure 14: Showing scene of civic space infringements 
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Nigerian police shoots tear gas canisters to disperse protesters in Abuja during #EndBadGovernance protest
Photo Credit: Commi�ee to Protect Journalists

Law enforcement offices, including police sta�ons and related facili�es, recorded 17 cases, represen�ng 
16.5% of the total while polling units were iden�fied in nine (9) cases, making up 8.7% of the total.   

Instances of civic space infringements also occurred while journalists were covering events. This accounted 
for six (6) incidents, or 5.8%. While Court premises saw four (4) incidents, which accounted for 3.9%.   

New media organisa�on premises and state houses recorded three (3) incidents each, contribu�ng 2.9% 
respec�vely. These cases occurred within government ins�tu�ons and media establishments, indica�ng 
that viola�ons also extend into formal ins�tu�ons and professional environments.  

Civil rights organisa�on premises – Interna�onal Press Centre (IPC) and Socio - Economic Rights and 
Accountability Project (SERAP), school premises and homes each accounted for two (2) incidents, making 
up 1.9% each.   

Some scenes recorded a single incident each, represen�ng 1% of the total. These include private 
organisa�on premises, churches, airports, press briefings, travelling to cover an event, illegal oil refining 
sites, the Vice President’s official residence, the Na�onal Assembly and building collapse sites. Though 
individually lower in frequency, these scenes reflect the diverse environments where civic liber�es 
restricted. 

Finally, the categories labelled as “unspecified” and “others” also recorded six (6) incidents each, 
contribu�ng 5.8%. This is yet another indicator of the vagueness of news reports on civic space 
infringements. 
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Scene of infringements for journalists  

The breakdown of scenes of civic space infringements reveals troubling reali�es about the unsafe 
environments journalists o�en find themselves in while carrying out their du�es in Nigeria. Out of the 44 
cases of civic space infringements involving journalists, protest grounds recorded the highest number of 
such scenes, with 12 incidents represen�ng 27.27% of all journalist-related viola�ons. This reflects the 
con�nued vola�lity of protests, where journalists are o�en caught in the crossfire of state and non-state 
actors while a�emp�ng to report on public demonstra�ons. 
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Scene of infringements for journalists  

Figure 15: Showing scene of civic space infringements for journalists 
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Six (6) of the incidents, making up 13.64% of the total, happened while journalists were covering an event, 

while law enforcement offices, including police sta�ons and similar facili�es, followed with five (5) reported 

incidents, represen�ng 11.36%.  
Polling units followed closely with four (4) incidents, 

amoun�ng to 9.09%. Court premises and state 

houses each recorded three (3) cases, represen�ng 

6.82% respec�vely. An instance of journalists’ rights 

being infringed upon in the court premises was 

reported by DailyPost on 20 March 2024. According 

to the report, “Some journalists were held hostage … 

within the premises of the Federal High Court in 

Osogbo, Osun State. The hoodlums, who had 

thronged the court in large numbers, held some 

journalists covering the ma�er of hostage within the 

court's premises a�er the presiding judge adjourned 

the ma�er. The hoodlums, who iden�fied some of 

the journalists while the court was in session, 

threatened to a�ack them a�er the proceedings. 

The affected journalists involved could not leave the 

premises for about 40 minutes a�er adjournment.” 

Single incidents, each making up 2.27% of the total, 

occurred across a variety of scenes including media 

houses, homes, private organisa�on premises, 
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“Stop running, just explain how your pen is migh�er”  a cartoon by Dada Adekola published in Vanguard Newspaper
 on 29 August 2024. It depicts a policeman chasing a journalist, sa�rising the repression of press freedom.
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Some journalists were held hostage 
… within the premises of the Federal 
High Court in Osogbo, Osun State. 
The hoodlums, who had thronged the 
court in large numbers, held some 
journalists covering the ma�er of 
hostage within the court's premises 
a�er the presiding judge adjourned 
the ma�er. The hoodlums, who 
iden�fied some of the journalists 
while the court was in session, 
threatened to a�ack them a�er the 
proceedings. The affected journalists 
involved could not leave the premises 
f o r  a b o u t  4 0  m i n u t e s  a � e r 
adjournment.



Abdulrasheed Hammad, a freelance journalist, working on an inves�ga�ve story on the 
authen�city of the NAFDAC registra�on number was physically abused, dehumanised, held 
hostage for hours at a sachet water factory and later handed over to the police by the sachet 
water manufacturer.

A specific example of an infringement which happened at the airport was reported in a Premium Times 
story of 25 August 2024. According to Premium Times, 

...the State Security Service has detained a Nigerian journalist, Adejuwon Soyinka, who is the 
West African Regional Editor of the Conversa�on Africa. Mr Soyinka, a former pioneer editor 
of the BBC Pidgin Service, was detained by SSS opera�ves at the Murtala Muhammed 
Interna�onal Airport in Lagos at about 5.40 a.m. on Sunday upon his arrival from the United 
Kingdom via a Virgin Atlan�c flight.

Also, inves�ga�ve journalist, Fisayo Soyombo, was detained by opera�ves of the Nigerian Army’s 6 Division 

in Port Harcourt, Rivers State, while working on a story at an illegal oil refining site, as reported by HumAngle 

on 29 November 2024. Similarly, journalists covering the unveiling of the Vice President’s official residence 

were reportedly obstructed doing their du�es, as highlighted by Within Nigeria on 8 June 2024. At the 

Na�onal Assembly, at least 10 television sta�ons were denied access to the Senate gallery on the direc�ve 

of the Senate President, Godswill Akpabio, as reported by DailyPost on 7 May 2024. These examples 

underline the expanding scope of threats to press freedom, showing that beyond vola�le public events 

infringements also occur in structured ins�tu�onal se�ngs where the safety of ci�zens, journalists and 

ac�vists alike should be guaranteed.  
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airports, and press briefings. Other less conven�onal yet significant scenes included travelling to cover an 

assignment, an illegal oil refining site, the Vice President’s official residence, the Na�onal Assembly, and a 

building collapse. Also, the “Others” category also accounted for one (1) incident or 2.27%. 

An instance of an incident happening on the premises of a private organisa�on was reported on 22 August 

2024, by the Founda�on for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (FIJ). According to the report, 



Between 2012 and 2024, Nigeria experienced a notable transforma�on in the nature, frequency and 

visibility of civic space infringements. This period, spanning more than a decade, presents both long-term 

pa�erns and recent, sharp developments that show the evolving risks to civic actors and democra�c 

freedoms. 

Hushed voices and the media’s defence of the civic space: A media monitoring report on infrac�ons on 

civil rights in Nigeria 

The first report, published in 2022, covers the period 2012 to 2022. This report analysed 150 incidents of 

civic space infringements. This represents an average of 15 incidents per year. While this figure provides a 

useful baseline, it is essen�al to note that it does not fully reflect the scope of viola�ons during that period. 

One of the significant challenges with the data at the �me was that Nigeria’s news industry was just catching 

on the wave of online publica�on, documenta�on and archiving process. Many media organisa�ons at the 

�me were either new to publishing stories online or lacked proper digital infrastructure. Some reports were 

lost or deleted when they were moved to digital pla�orms. As such, the data from 2012 to 2022 should be 

regarded not as a complete record, but as a sample sufficient to observe general trends.  

45 Wole Soyinka Centre for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (WSCIJ)

Trends analysis of civic space infringements (2012-2024) 

Shrinking Freedoms: 2024 Journalism and Civic Space Status Report

Figure 16: Showing incidents analysis of three edi�ons of Journalism & Civic Space Status report (2012-2024)



With WSCIJ now adop�ng a yearly repor�ng format, beginning with the 2023 Nigeria Journalism & Civic 

Space Status Report �tled ‘Hushed Voices in an Elec�on Year’, a drama�c shi� became evident. In 2023 

alone, 134 incidents were recorded, nearly matching the total from the en�re previous decade. While the 

number dropped slightly to 103 in 2024, as captured in this current report, it s�ll far exceeds the earlier 

average of 15 incidents per year recorded in the 2022 report that covered 10 years. This sustained increase 

points to ongoing escala�on, whether in the actual frequency of viola�ons, improved monitoring and 

repor�ng or a combina�on of both. 

 

From 19 incidents in 2020, the number of incidents rose to 45 in 2021 and then 27 in 2022. The intensified 

monitoring in 2023 and 2024 enabled a closer examina�on of how these viola�ons were concentrated 

around key events. In 2023, most incidents occurred in February and March, coinciding with the general 

elec�ons. In 2024, the pa�ern shi�ed again, with August seeing the highest ac�vity, par�cularly during the 

#EndBadGovernance protests.  

Throughout the period, state actors consistently served as primary perpetrators. The Nigerian Police were 

indicted in most cases, while the State Security Services (SSS) or Department of State Services (DSS) and 

Nigerian Army also emerged frequently in 2022 and 2024. Notably, poli�cians became prominent 

perpetrators of infringement in 2023. This spike is noteworthy because 2023 was an elec�on year, and the 

presence of poli�cians was typically less significant in other years. 

The nature of breaches also changed. Between 2012 and 2022, violent offences accounted for 83.3% of all 

incidents. In 2023, there was a sharp reversal, with non-violent offences accoun�ng for 64 per cent. 

However, in 2024, the propor�on of violent incidents rose again to 53.4%.  
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Figure 17: Showing comparison between the two annual reports (2023 & 2024)
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Geographically, the Federal Capital Territory and Lagos consistently recorded the highest numbers of 

incidents. Rivers and Osun were prominent in specific years, and Kano appeared in 2024. These trends point 

to a focus on urban centres where civil dissent is more visible and poten�ally influen�al and where media 

coverage is typically more robust. 

The groups most affected by these infringements also changed over �me. Journalists were the primary 

targets during the 2012–2022 period and again in 2024, highligh�ng the con�nued vulnerability of the press. 

Ci�zens, by contrast, were most affected in 2023. Media organisa�ons and ac�vists were affected 

throughout the years but were not as prominently targeted. 

The forms of repression included arrests, deten�ons, and restric�ons on performing du�es. In 2023, 

obstruc�on from performing du�es was more common, while 2024 saw a return to arrests and deten�ons.  

Figure 18: Showing Violent vs Non-Violent incidents by period 
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Media coverage of these incidents has not evolved beyond basic reportage, offering minimal follow-up or 

inves�ga�ve depth. Between 2012 and 2023, many reports consisted of news stories, with very few in-depth 

features or inves�ga�ons. This trend con�nued in 2024, with only one feature report being recorded. The 

pa�ern highlights the need for increased investment in inves�ga�ve repor�ng on civic space viola�ons. 

In summary, the data points to a worsening civic environment in Nigeria, with increased infringements, a rise 

in violent methods, and persistent targe�ng of journalists. The spikes around elec�ons and protests highlight 

the poli�cal triggers of repression. Despite some fluctua�ons, the long-term trend shows civic space under 

sustained pressure, with signs of deteriora�ng condi�ons in recent years. 

(Refer to Appendix D for a detailed table of incidents, actors, loca�ons and types of infringements across the 

2012–2024 period.  
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Summary of findings
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This sec�on highlights the key insights drawn from the analysis of 103 documented civic space 

infringements across Nigeria in 2024. It captures pa�erns in the nature, scale and loca�on of viola�ons, 

profiles of affected groups, tac�cs used by perpetrators, and the quality of media coverage. The findings 

indicate that a civic environment remains under significant threat, one where press freedom is rou�nely 

undermined, ci�zens are silenced, and ins�tu�onal safeguards are either weak or absent. The points below 

show the most cri�cal trends and gaps observed.  

A marginal decline, but li�le sign of relief  

The number of documented civic space viola�ons declined slightly, from 134 incidents in 2023 to 103 in 

2024, but this offers li�le comfort. The nature and severity of viola�ons remained deeply troubling. Rather 

than a sign of progress, the decline suggests a shi� in strategy and methods, rather than a reduc�on in 

threats (it also points to the fact that in an elec�on year and whenever there are protests, the number is 

likely to increase).  

State actors are driving repression
  

The data confirms a longstanding pa�ern: state actors were responsible for nearly 79 per cent of recorded 

infringements. The Nigerian Police accounted for over 65 per cent, using physical force, arbitrary deten�on 

and legal harassment to silence dissent. The Department of State Services (DSS) and Nigerian Army also 

played key roles, with reports of journalists and protesters being assaulted and, in some incidents, fired 

upon. Non-state actors, including poli�cal thugs and uniden�fied assailants, contributed to the climate of 

fear, o�en ac�ng with impunity or state complicity. 

Viola�ons evolved, but the message stayed the same  

Viola�ons were almost evenly split between violent and non-violent forms. Non-violent methods included 

legal in�mida�on, obstruc�on of journalis�c work, and arbitrary arrests, o�en used to frustrate and 

exhaust civic actors. Violent acts, including bea�ngs, shoo�ngs and abduc�ons, sent a clear message about 

the costs of speaking out.  

Shrinking Freedoms: 2024 Journalism and Civic Space Status Report
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Media coverage present, but solidarity needs to grow 

Urban centres such as Abuja, Lagos and Kano recorded the highest number of incidents, not only due to 
their poli�cal and civic importance, but also because they a�ract greater media presence and coverage, 
making viola�ons in these areas more visible. This shows a broader pa�ern: visibility is �ed to media access. 
Although many incidents were reported in the press, 99.7 per cent appeared as standard news stories, with 
only one feature recorded throughout the year. Many of the incidents were reported by only one or two 
pla�orms. 

Urban repression zones  

Viola�ons were not evenly distributed. They were strategically concentrated in key urban and poli�cal 

centres, par�cularly: Federal Capital Territory (Abuja), Lagos, and Kano. These ci�es represent both the 

visibility of civic ac�on and the strategic importance of silencing dissent in influen�al spaces.  

Gender data remains a blind spot
 

Gender informa�on was missing in 59 per cent of all recorded incidents, severely limi�ng the ability to track 

how women and marginalised groups are affected. Where gender was known, men accounted for many 

vic�ms. Also, the classifica�on of media actors posed further analy�cal challenges. In some reports, 

individuals were described as journalists; in others, they were labelled as bloggers, par�cularly when 

allega�ons of blackmail or unethical conduct were present.  

A climate of fear, now normalised  

The report reveals that Nigeria’s civic space is under pressure. State and non-state actors use violence and 

surveillance to shrink the space for dissent, while media silence or superficial coverage allows these ac�ons 

to con�nue unchecked. 

The warning is clear  

These findings issue a warning: without urgent reforms and accountability, Nigeria risks normalising 

authoritarian tac�cs. The right to speak, report, organise, and protest will con�nue to erode unless the civic 

space is ac�vely defended. 
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The findings of this report point to an urgent need for ins�tu�onal, legal, and professional interven�ons to 

reverse the ongoing decline of civic freedoms in Nigeria. Civic space struggles in an environment where 

in�mida�on is rou�ne; media actors are criminalised, and accountability mechanisms are weak or absent. 

To protect the right to free expression, strengthen press freedom and ensure safer condi�ons for civic 

engagement; this report outlines a series of targeted recommenda�ons. These proposals are drawn from 

observed trends in the 2024 data and recurring pa�erns. 

The judiciary must lead the reforms 

A cri�cal part of the required reforms involves addressing the legal instruments that enable or fail to prevent 

infringements. Several exis�ng laws contain ambiguous language, loopholes, or overbroad interpreta�ons 

that allow state actors to jus�fy the censorship, arrest, or harassment of ci�zens and journalists. These legal 

gaps must be closed through precise amendments and stronger safeguards. 

The table below summarises key provisions in media-related laws, iden�fies the problema�c sec�ons and 

proposes clear amendments to be�er align Nigeria’s legal framework with democra�c norms and 

interna�onal best prac�ces. Full details are in Appendix C. 

Recommenda�ons 
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Table 3: Provisions in media laws, their loopholes, and suggested amendments  
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Figure 19: Showing a breakdown of the provisions in media laws, their loopholes, and suggested amendments 
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In addi�on to legal reforms, there is a pressing need for mul�sectoral ac�on to safeguard Nigeria’s civic 

space. The viola�ons documented in this report reflect systemic weaknesses across enforcement, media 

accountability, public awareness and ins�tu�onal transparency. As such, the following recommenda�ons 

are directed at key stakeholders, including government agencies, media organisa�ons, civil society, 

professional bodies and interna�onal development partners whose collec�ve efforts are essen�al to 

reversing the decline in civic freedoms. These measures priori�se journalist safety, media professionalism, 

public educa�on, and stronger ins�tu�onal responses to infringement.

For journalists, media organisa�ons and professional bodies: 

  Priori�se comprehensive safety training, including digital security and psychological first aid,  
 par�cularly for those covering high-risk events like conflicts, protests and elec�ons. 

 Work in groups when covering sensi�ve assignments to enhance safety, as  opera�ng in teams
  provides immediate physical support and serves as a deterrent against poten�al threats. 

 Intensify advocacy for press freedom through professional bodies like the  Nigeria Union of  
 Journalists (NUJ) and the Nigerian Guild of Editors (NGE);  provide robust legal aid and community  
 support for journalists facing threats,  arrests, deten�ons, or legal persecu�on, drawing lessons
  from past challenges. 

 
 Ensure solidarity in coverage of civic space infringements to keep the issue of civil rights, freedom of  
 expression and freedom of the press on the front  burner. 

 Adopt more comprehensive repor�ng prac�ces to ensure the consistent documenta�on of civic  
 space infringements, including vic�m demographics and detailed accounts of incidents,
 to facilitate be�er analysis and accountability. 

 Invest more in inves�ga�ve journalism and in-depth feature analyses to move beyond mere news  
 repor�ng, thereby shedding more light on the systemic  issues contribu�ng to civic space
 infringements. 

 
 Provide comprehensive insurance for journalists to boost confidence and mi�gate risks in the event  
 of mishaps. 
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The Legislature 

 Ini�ate a comprehensive review and amendment process for laws such as the Cybercrime Act  
 (Sec�on 24), the Criminal Code (Sec�ons 59(1), 58, 88A, 373- 381), the Terrorism Preven�on  
 Act, and the Official Secrets Act.  
 

 Focus amendments on clarifying vague language, removing subjec�ve standards, explicitly  
 protec�ng journalis�c ac�vity and public interest defence, and aligning relevant laws with  
 cons�tu�onal guarantees of free expression and  interna�onal standards, while addressing 
 the persistent issues highlighted in 2023 and 2024. 

 Update outdated laws, such as the Prin�ng Presses Regula�on Act (1933), and others stated earlier,
 to reflect the reali�es of digital media and ensure  propor�onate regulatory measures that do not
  hinder contemporary publishing  prac�ces. 

Security and law enforcement agencies

 Establish precise mechanisms for inves�ga�ng and prosecu�ng security personnel implicated in  
 civic space infringements and ensure that disciplinary ac�on is taken against those found culpable.
 

 Train security opera�ves to recognise and respect press iden�fica�on and  ensure journalists can  
 perform their du�es without being deliberately targeted  or having their equipment destroyed. 

 Recognise reporters as partners and co-guards of the civic space and democracy. 

 
  Provide inten�onal mechanisms for protec�ng journalists during events and at  scenes of civic
  engagement 

Civil Society Organisa�ons (CSOs) 

 Sustain and expand efforts to monitor, document and report civic space infringements across all  
 states using a live dashboard, including detailed disaggregated data with detailed demographic  
 indicators, to build on the founda�on of reports on the status of journalism and civic space, and  
 engagements to keep it robust. 
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  Collaborate with legal professionals to provide pro-bono legal services to  vic�ms of civic space
  infringements and advocate for legal reforms that protect fundamental rights. 

 Establish and strengthen support networks for vic�ms and survivors of 
 Infringements on civic space, offering both legal and psychological assistance. 

 Support the media to build the capacity of journalists and news media   

Execu�ve arm of government  

 Demonstrate clear poli�cal responsibility to uphold cons�tu�onal guarantees of press freedom  
 and civic space, moving beyond rhetoric to concrete ac�ons that protect these rights and reverse  
 the concerning pa�erns of recent years. 

 Ensure prompt, impar�al and transparent inves�ga�ons into all reported incidents of civic space  
 infringements, with a commitment to bring perpetrators to jus�ce, irrespec�ve of their affilia�on.  
 

 Improve coordina�on among government bodies to ensure a unified approach  
 to protec�ng civic space, rather than fragmented or contradictory ac�ons that   
 undermine fundamental rights. 

Generally, the rela�onship between ci�zens, journalists and ac�vi�es, and security agencies in Nigeria has 

been marked by tension, mistrust and frequent confronta�on. This adversarial dynamic undermines 

freedom of expression and the role of the press and escalates the risk of civic space viola�ons, par�cularly 

during protests, poli�cal events, and public gatherings.   

To shi� this narra�ve, there is a need to foster mutual respect and accountability between both par�es. This 

involves crea�ng pla�orms for regular dialogue, establishing clear protocols for engagement and organising 

joint capacity-building sessions that help both sides understand their rights, du�es and limits. Journalists 

should be equipped with tools to engage lawfully and safely. At the same �me, security opera�ves must be 

trained to view the press not as adversaries, but as cri�cal partners in upholding democracy and 

transparency. 
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The findings from the 2024 Journalism and Civic Space Status media monitoring report - ‘Shrinking 

Freedoms’, point to a troubling erosion of civil liber�es and journalis�c independence in Nigeria. While the 

total number of documented civic space infringements declined slightly from the previous year, the 

resurgence of violent a�acks indicates that state and non-state actors alike have grown more brazen in their 

a�empts to silence dissent and restrict press ac�vi�es.  

The Nigerian Police remain the principal perpetrators of these infringements. They o�en deploy physical 

force, arbitrary arrests and harassment against journalists and ci�zens. Other security agencies, including 

the SSS and the Nigerian Army, are also implicated in unlawful deten�ons, threats and acts of in�mida�on. 

In many cases, these ac�ons occurred in full view of the public and with li�le or no subsequent 

accountability.  

Equally alarming is the con�nued misuse of legisla�on, par�cularly the Cybercrime Act and outdated 

provisions in the Criminal Code, to s�fle cri�cal repor�ng. These laws, couched in vague and subjec�ve 

language, are rou�nely applied to prosecute journalists, detain social cri�cs and legi�mise censorship 

under the guise of maintaining order or protec�ng reputa�ons. Despite calls for reform, the legal 

environment remains hos�le to those seeking to expose corrup�on, demand accountability, or advocate for 

social change.  

The targe�ng of journalists, most of whom were assaulted or arrested while clearly iden�fiable as members 

of the press, illustrates a deliberate strategy to suppress public scru�ny. Research shows these viola�ons are 

systema�c. Also, protests con�nue to be met with unnecessary and excessive force. The 

#EndBadGovernance protests of August 2024 saw a spike in a�acks, arrests and surveillance directed at 

both journalists and civil society actors. Protest grounds con�nue to remain in high-risk spaces, where the 

cons�tu�onal right to peaceful assembly is frequently violated with teargas, bullets and arbitrary 

deten�on.  

Despite the growing dangers, journalists, media organisa�ons and civil society actors have shown resilience 

and determina�on. However, resilience alone cannot safeguard civic space. Without meaningful 

ins�tu�onal reform, legal safeguards and a culture of accountability, Nigeria risks entrenching a climate of 

fear where silence replaces scru�ny and self-censorship becomes the norm.  

Considering the evidence presented, urgent ac�on is required. The con�nued undermining of press 

freedom and civic par�cipa�on weakens democra�c governance. If le� unaddressed, these trends will 

further erode public trust, s�fle poli�cal debate, and hamper the country’s ability to respond to social and 

economic challenges. It is the responsibility of all stakeholders, including the government, media, security 

agencies, the legislature, and civil society, to reverse this trajectory and reaffirm their commitment to 

protec�ng the rights of all ci�zens to speak, report, protest, and par�cipate freely in public life. 

Conclusion 
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Some journalists targeted in line of duty  #JournalismIsNotACrime
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Journalists across Nigeria faced arrests, harassment, a�acks, legal in�mida�on,and other viola�ons. 
Below are some cases:

Fisayo Soyombo

Detained and held incommunicado for three days by the 6th 
Amphibious Division of the Nigerian Army in Port Harcourt,
Rivers State,on Thursday 28 November.

Founda�on for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (FIJ)

 Adejuwon Soyinka
Detained and interrogated for about 8 hours by the
State Security Service (SSS) upon arrival at Murtala
Muhammed Interna�onal Airport in Lagos on 25
August. The SSS’ first explana�on for the arrest was
that his name was placed on its watchlist on the 
request of an unnamed government agency. It later
blamed the en�re saga on a possible mistaken iden�ty.

The Conversa�on Africa

Idibia Gabriel

Brutalised by Nigerian police officers on
Tuesday 11 June for taking pictures of them
transpor�ng seized ca�le. Suffered eye 
injuries as a result of the alleged torture

Freelance Journalist, Kaduna

Salihu Ayatullahi

Charged with cybercrime and defama�on 
a�er publishing an inves�ga�ve report to
expose corrup�on at Kwara State 
Polytechnic on Monday  5 February. 

 Informant247

Jide Oyekunle

Taken away by a police officer for  covering 
the #EndBadGovernance protest in Abuja
on Thursday 1 August. 

Daily Independent Newspapers

Daniel Ojukwu

 On Wednesday 1 May, he was arrested
and detained for nine days based on a
pe��on accusing him of viola�ng the 
Cybercrimes Act for a story he authored. 

Founda�on for Inves�ga�ve Journalism (FIJ)

Kasarachi Aniagolu
Unlawfully detained by the An�-Violence 
Crime Unit of the Nigerian Police Force on 
Thursday 22 February while covering a police 
raid on Bureau de Change operators. Assaulted, 
threatened, and had her journalis�c equipment 
confiscated. Detained alongside 95 forex traders.

The Whistler Newspaper

Abdulrasheed Hammad

On Thursday 15 August, received a phone call from a 
Department of State Services (DSS) official in 
Sokoto State, who stated the invita�on was connected 
to an inves�ga�ve story published by TheCable.

Freelance Journalist

 Olukayode Jayiode

A�acked by police officers while covering the 
#EndBadGovernance protest on Friday 2 August 
in Abuja. His camera, phones, and other 
personal belongings were seized
by the police.

The Punch Newspaper 

Azeez Adisa-Jaji 

Charged with cybercrime and defama�on a�er repor�ng on a 
fraud inves�ga�on on Monday 5 February.

Informant247
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